




These Radiant Moments
by Harrison J. Collins 

Instrumentation

Piccolo
Solo Flute
Flute 1 - 2
Oboe 1 - 2
Bassoon 1 - 2
Eb Clarinet
Bb Clarinet 1 - 3
Bb Bass Clarinet
Bb Soprano Saxophone
Eb Alto Saxophone 
Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 1 - 3 (cup mutes needed)
F Horn 1 - 4 
Trombone 1 - 3 (cup mutes needed)
Bass Trombone (cup mute needed)
Euphonium
Tuba

Double Bass

Piano

Percussion
1. Timpani
2. Crotales (2 oct.)
3. Glockenspiel 
4. Large Triangle, Vibraphone
5. Chimes
6. Cymbals Setup, Snare Drum
8. Bongos, 3 Toms, Bass Drum 

Notes
 

This work features a flute soloist with a unique
part from the ensemble flute parts. The part is

marked with "solo" and "tutti" to indicate passages
where the player is to play soloistically and where

they are to play as a member of the ensemble. This
individual part might be considered a grade 5.

 
All trumpets and trombones require cup mutes

for this piece. If this is unattainable, straight mutes
may be substituted (but try to keep it uniform, i.e.

all cup mutes or all straight mutes).
 

As stated in the score, the final fermata should be
held for a significantly long time, at least 15-30

seconds. The ringing percussion should be
allowed to fade to complete silence. Although this

is not notated, if it is desired, the conductor and
ensemble members may take a deep breath
together in unison as the percussion fades.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade: 4.5 
 

Duration: ca. 5:00 
 

© J Stands for Joe Music



About the Piece

At the age of 20, I had my first true, actual existential crisis. I saw the impermanence of life—of my
life and of the lives of those I know and love and of all life. I saw life in the context of our great
universe—if the 13.8 billion year history of the universe was condensed down to one year, the
entire existence of humankind would have only happened in the last ten minutes of December 31st.
In this frame, a single human life lasts for the only blink of an eye. This hit me hard. I had already
been afflicted with great anxiety over my identity and what I was going to do with my life and just
about everything else—a condition that, I was informed, is commonly referred to as "growing up".
Now, I was paralyzed by the weight of knowing this life was infinitesimally brief.

And, yet, as I took the time to learn how to hold that weight, I began to see something within it.
Something good. I realized how beautiful it is that we each have this one blink of an eye—that our
lives are like a flash of light or the ringing of a bell, nothing and then something and then nothing
again, all in one radiant moment. I saw that it is the brevity of this moment that gives it meaning
and value. If it never ended, it would simply be another nothing; it is because it does not last that it
is something.

This is the realization from which These Radiant Moments comes. This work opens with a melody I
wrote right around the time I had that crisis—it's a playful, naïve melody, one that is young and
energetic and full of life. Over five minutes, it takes turns with a more melancholy melody, growing
older and perhaps wiser. Eventually it reaches a point of rapturous celebration for our time, and
then, like a star reaching the end of its' life, it explodes outward in a brilliant flash of sound that
rings and,  like we will, returns to nothing.

At the time I am writing these notes, I am 22 years old. I know astonishingly little, but I do know
this: we have come from nothing to share these radiant moments, and we will return to nothing
when we are done. In this moment, we must do all we can. We must feel and we must care and we
must love and we must live.

About the Composer

Harrison J. Collins (b. 1999) began composing at the young age of thirteen. Since then, he has made
a name for himself across the United States as a skilled composer. He combines his musical studies
in academic settings with years of self-teaching and a strong intuition to write music that
challenges and connects to performers and listeners alike.

His works for wind ensemble, orchestra, and chamber ensembles are published by Murphy Music
Press, M&M Music Press, C. Alan Publications, and more, and have been performed across the
United States and internationally. He is a winner of numerous composition competitions, including
the Sinta Quartet Composition Competition, the Dallas Winds Fanfare Competition, the National
Young Composers Challenge, the Austin Symphony Orchestra's Texas Young Composers
Competition, and multiple Fifteen Minutes of Fame competitions held by Vox Novus—including
one in which his work was selected for performance by the acclaimed West Point Band.

Harrison spent several years at Illinois State University, where he studied composition with Dr.
Roy Magnuson and Dr. Roger Zare. Harrison currently studies at Texas Christian University with
Neil Anderson-Himmelspach, where he is seeking a degree in music composition. Harrison is a
proud member of the Millennium Composers Initiative and the Aurora Tapestry Initiative.
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