




ATTVSaODF
CZ HaSSJTPO J. CPMMJOT 

Instrumentation

PJDDPMP
FMVUF 1 - 2
OCPF 1 - 2
EOHMJTI HPSO
BaTTPPO 1 - 2
BC CMaSJOFU 1 - 3
BC BaTT CMaSJOFU
BC SPQSaOP SaYPQIPOF
EC AMUP SaYPQIPOF 
BC TFOPS SaYPQIPOF
EC BaSJUPOF SaYPQIPOF

BC TSVNQFU 1 - 3
F HPSO 1 - 4 
TSPNCPOF 1 - 3
BaTT TSPNCPOF
EVQIPOJVN
TVCa

DPVCMF BaTT

PJaOP/HaSQ/CFMFTUa

Percussion
1. GMPDLFOTQJFM
2. GMPDLFOTQJFM 
3. CSPUaMFT, SVTQFOEFE CZNCaM 
4. VJCSaQIPOF, CSaTI CZNCaMT
5. VJCSaQIPOF, CSaTI CZNCaMT
6. CIJNFT, SVTQFOEFE CZNCaM
7. SVTQFOEFE CZNCaM, CIJOa CZNCaM
8. BaTT DSVN 

Notes
 

TIF PJaOP/HaSQ/CFMFTUa QaSU NaZ CF QMaZFE
CZ aOZ DPNCJOaUJPO PG UIF UISFF JOTUSVNFOUT;

POMZ POF JT OFFEFE, CVU UIF VTF PG UXP PS aMM
UISFF JT FODPVSaHFE JG GFaTJCMF.

 
NPOF PG UIF QFSDVTTJPO QaSUT aSF TIaSFE; FaDI

QMaZFS TIPVME IaWF UIFJS PXO JOEJWJEVaM
JOTUSVNFOU(T). TIF QJFDF SFRVJSFT UXP TFQaSaUF
HMPDLFOTQJFMT, UXP TFQaSaUF WJCSaQIPOFT, UISFF
TFQaSaUF TVTQFOEFE DZNCaMT, aOE UXP QaJST PG

DSaTI DZNCaMT.
 

TIF JOUFOUJPO CFIJOE UIF MaSHF GPSDF PG
TVTQFOEFE DZNCaMT aOE DSaTI DZNCaMT JT UP
EFSJWF QPXFS PG TPVOE GSPN UIF OVNCFS PG

JOTUSVNFOUT aT PQQPTFE UP UIFJS WPMVNF. TIF
XPSL'T DPNNJTTJPOFS XaT JOTQJSFE CZ IFaSJOH

a MaSHF NaSDIJOH DZNCaM MJOF aMM QMaZ a WFSZ
RVJFU DSaTI JO VOJTPO. TIF DZNCaM QMaZFST

TIPVME UaLF HSFaU DaSF OPU UP PWFSXIFMN UIF
UFYUVSF UISPVHI UIF WPMVNF PG UIFJS QMaZJOH.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade: 4 
 

Duration: Da. 5:30 
 

i J Stands for Joe Music



AbPVU Uhe PJece - fSPN CPNNJTTJPOeS, BSJaO YPVOgbMPPd

It was certainly my good fortune to be the child of Ruby Jeanette (Mom) and experience life with her encouragement and assurance.
Because I lost my father, Jimmie Ray Youngblood, when I was quite young, it fell to my mother to lead the family. I will never forget
my mother’s quiet assurance as the family faced the many difficult situations that resulted from my father’s passing; our family’s
particular situation needed a lot of encouragement and assurance.  A somewhat accurate image regarding our family might be to say
that, “If life was SOUP, our family seemed to be a FORK most of the timeѣ.  Our family’s situation just seemed to always be a
“rollercoaster.ѣ And it was pretty much my mother’s job to try to make the ride less crazy.
 
Ruby Jeanette Lynch was born in 1943. Mom was an only child. From photos it looks as though she had most of everything she
wanted as a kid, given her family’s financial situation. Mom graduated from Stephen F. Austin High School in Bryan TX in 1961. She
met her first husband, Jimmie Ray Youngblood, through her participation in the high school choir. They were married when he
finished his degree at Texas A&M. I remember very little from this time frame with the exception of waving up to Daddy Jimmie’s
room window at the hospital before his untimely passing.
 
The family upheaval caused much moving during my childhood. It was my mother that guided and encouraged my participation in
school band and went to great lengths to keep us located in the areas to participate in the high-level public school bands of Hurst-
Euless-Bedford I.S.D. She would later do the same for my younger brother who also played percussion in the Hurst-Euless-Bedford
I.S.D. Bands. (Yes! My mother lived through TWO drummers in the house!) This participation in public school bands would alter the
course of my life. It would cause a lifelong involvement with music and provide the opportunity for me to meet my wife and many of
the people I am close with today.
 
The idea to commission a work to celebrate the life of my mother came to me quickly after her passing. I had commissioned Kevin
Day to create a work in memory of my father some years back and was so happy with the process and the result. Kevin Day was a
student at TCU when I first met him and programed his music. 
 
As chance would have it I would meet ANOTHER student composer at TCU whose music possessed the type of “musical dramaѣ
that appealed to me. I had programed the music of Harrison J. Collins with the TCU Symphonic Band and the FWYO Wind
Ensemble and had already worked with him on a commission for the FWYO Wind Ensemble. I was immediately impressed by the
way that ensembles embraced his music and the way that his music spoke to me. So, once again, I decided to work with a younger
composer because I wanted to be able to work closely with the composer and be “part of the process.ѣ I also did not want to deal with
a consortium and doing the fundraising required; I was concerned that there might be too many voices and demands attached to the
money coming from so many sources.
 
As I, once again, considered my family’s history, and my mother’s contribution to her children’s lives, I decided that I wanted the
commission to be totally different from the work that I commissioned for my father. The work would not be long and follow a
timeline as the work for my father had done. For my mother, I wanted something more expedient and concise. Something more like
a musical Haiku, that communicated something more of a “feelingѣ than a “timeline of experienceѣ that was the basis for my father’s
commission. When I contacted Harrison Collins with the Idea, things began to click very quickly! He graciously met with me and
had discussions regarding how the work should proceed. We both arrived at the idea of communicating the feeling of “assuranceѣ
during the “rollercoaster of life.ѣ The work would be motivated by harmonic progression more than melody. I was also very
interested in the inclusion of metallic, tuneful, percussion to create a magical quality.
 
His first draft was fantastic! He artfully created the harmonic progressions that communicated the feeling of “assurance.ѣ Even
better, he moved the harmonic palette in ways that created a “rollercoasterѣ and then found ways to resolve to the moments of
“assurance.ѣ Mr. Collins created a few more drafts to touch up a few details, but in many ways, the first draft has remained basically
intact. Mr. Collins, like Kevin Day before him, seemed to possess a type of telepathic ability that allowed him to “get inside my mind.ѣ
His ability to write what I heard in my mind’s ear was just uncanny!
 
Mr. Collins and I finally agreed that the work should just simply be called ASSURANCE. As stated above, I have always considered it
to be my good fortune to experience life with my mother and her encouragement and assurance. AN often used quote states, “People
might forget what you say, but they will not forget how you made them feel.ѣ Well that statement just sums up what my mother
meant to my life and why I come back to the idea of the feeling of assurance. Mr. Collins has masterfully woven the “feelingѣ of
returning “assuranceѣ throughout the work. I cannot express enough gratitude to Mr. Collins for his work on this project! It is a
wonderful feeling to have this celebration of my mother in musical form.
 
I must also thank my family for their support through the years for the many endeavors they supported me in. Their love and
support have always been inspiring.
 
I also want to thank the TCU Symphonic Band for their participation in the process of bringing this music to life. They have been a
joy to work with while rehearsing this music. I hope that everyone enjoys this music as much as I have enjoyed the process of the
commission and creation with Harrison J. Collins.
 
And now I end with . . . “Thanks, Mom!ѣ



AbPVU Uhe Piece - FSPN CPNQPTeS, HaSSiTPO J. CPMMiOT

Assurance XaT DPNNJTTJPOFE GSPN NF CZ BSJaO YPVOHCMPPE, NZ CaOE EJSFDUPS aU TCU. IѠWF CFFO MVDLZ UP
IaWF a TUSPOH QSPGFTTJPOaM SFMaUJPOTIJQ XJUI MS. YPVOHCMPPE, XIP IaT DPNNJTTJPOFE NF TFWFSaM UJNFT
aOE VOaCaTIFEMZ DIaNQJPOFE NZ XPSL. NPU MPOH aGUFS MS. YPVOHCMPPEѠT NPUIFS QaTTFE aXaZ EVSJOH NZ
UJNF aU TCU, IF aQQSPaDIFE NF aCPVU DPNQPTJOH a XPSL JO IFS IPOPS. WIFO JU DPNFT UP XIaU UIJT XPSL
JT aCPVU, MS. YPVOHCMPPEѠT UIPVHIUT SFaMMZ TaZ JU aMM; aMM I DaO aEE JT UIaU JU XaT aO FOPSNPVT QSJWJMFHF UP CF
FOUSVTUFE XJUI TVDI a QFSTPOaMMZ TJHOJGJDaOU QSPKFDU, aOE I aN EFFQMZ HMaE UIaU I DPVME EP JU KVTUJDF.

AbPVU Uhe CPNQPTeS

HaSSJTPO J. CPMMJOT (C. 1999) CFHaO DPNQPTJOH aU UIF ZPVOH aHF PG UIJSUFFO. SJODF UIFO, IF IaT NaEF a
OaNF GPS IJNTFMG aDSPTT UIF UOJUFE SUaUFT aT a TLJMMFE DPNQPTFS. HF DPNCJOFT IJT NVTJDaM TUVEJFT JO
aDaEFNJD TFUUJOHT XJUI ZFaST PG TFMG-UFaDIJOH aOE a TUSPOH JOUVJUJPO UP XSJUF NVTJD UIaU DIaMMFOHFT aOE
DPOOFDUT UP QFSGPSNFST aOE MJTUFOFST aMJLF.

HJT XPSLT GPS XJOE FOTFNCMF, PSDIFTUSa, aOE DIaNCFS FOTFNCMFT aSF QVCMJTIFE CZ MVSQIZ MVTJD PSFTT,
C. AMaO PVCMJDaUJPOT, aOE NPSF, aOE IaWF CFFO QFSGPSNFE aDSPTT UIF UOJUFE SUaUFT aOE JOUFSOaUJPOaMMZ. HF
JT a XJOOFS PG OVNFSPVT DPNQPTJUJPO DPNQFUJUJPOT, JODMVEJOH UIF SJOUa QVaSUFU CPNQPTJUJPO
CPNQFUJUJPO, UIF DaMMaT WJOET FaOGaSF CPNQFUJUJPO, aOE UIF NaUJPOaM YPVOH CPNQPTFST CIaMMFOHF.
HaSSJTPO JT a QSPVE SFQSFTFOUaUJWF aOE CPaSE NFNCFS GPS UIF MJMMFOOJVN CPNQPTFST IOJUJaUJWF, UISPVHI
XIJDI IF TFFLT UP QSPWJEF PQQPSUVOJUJFT GPS PUIFS DPNQPTFST UP HSPX aOE SFaDI OFX IFJHIUT. IO 2022, IF
GPVOEFE UIF AVSPSa TaQFTUSZ CPMMFDUJWF XJUI IJT GSJFOET KFWJO DaZ, JPTI TSFOUaEVF, aOE KaUaIK CPQMFZ.

HaSSJTPO TQFOU TFWFSaM ZFaST aU IMMJOPJT SUaUF UOJWFSTJUZ, XIFSF IF TUVEJFE DPNQPTJUJPO XJUI DS. RPZ
MaHOVTPO aOE DS. RPHFS ZaSF. HaSSJTPO DVSSFOUMZ TUVEJFT aU TFYaT CISJTUJaO UOJWFSTJUZ XJUI DS. NFJM
AOEFSTPO-HJNNFMTQaDI aOE DS. TJMM MFZO, XIFSF IF JT TFFLJOH a EFHSFF JO NVTJD DPNQPTJUJPO.
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